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April 7, 2019 
Quote of the Week  
“When people rely on surface appearances and false racial 
stereotypes, rather than in-depth knowledge of others at the level 
of the heart, mind and spirit, their ability to assess and 
understand people accurately is compromised.”  
----James A. Forbes  
 
DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK:  
Day 4, Day 5, Day 6, Day 1, Day 2  
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE  
This year at Day Middle School we have focused on connections. We 
continue to create structures that support the deepening of our connections 
among all of the stakeholders in our school community. The common 
thread this year has been a focus on the power of connections as the 
foundation on which everything else is built. Quite simply, if students do 
not feel connected, if they do not want to walk through the doors of Day 
Middle School, then all other learning and engagement becomes more 
challenging.  
 
As part of our focus this year, we have begun to develop a “Tiny Tuesday” 
advisory program to create a safe space for challenging conversations and 
to explicitly teach the skill of interacting with others from different life 
experiences and backgrounds. We have continued our ADL (Ant-
Defamation League) peer leader lessons, and launched a new structure in 
Teen Speak Out through which along with academic projects such as Global 
Goals and Generation Citizen, Day students have a forum for their voices to 
be heard and a vehicle for their agency.  
 
In the beginning of the year we asked students to explore their own 
identity, sharing commonalities and differences in preparation for the work 
that we will now engage in this month around microaggressions, and the 
origins of microaggressions in preconceived notions and stereotypes related 
to identity. We call these “preconceived notions” unconscious biases. They 
are difficult to explore because they are often built up over a lifetime of 
experiences, and quite often are not founded in malicious intentions.  



As your children come home from school on the lesson days, this Tuesday, 
April 9th, April 30th and again on May 14th, some of them will not only be 
grappling with what a racial microaggression is, but trying to reason how 
these could transpire among individuals who think of themselves as 
classmates or even friends, or in a community that touts its work around 
inclusion and connections. As they grapple with these issues, please join me 
in reinforcing for them that as challenging as this work is, it is the best 
pathway forward to creating a community based on deeper and more 
meaningful connections and the forging of an authentically inclusive 
community for all students.  
 
MICROAGGRESSION LESSON ON TUESDAY  
As I indicated in a parent email on Thursday, this Tuesday, April 9th we will 
begin the first of our Tiny Tuesday advisory lesson on racial 
microaggressions. The lesson on Tuesday will focus on understanding and 
being able to identify a microaggression. Please take a moment to view the 
lesson overview and video to students that I also sent out on Thursday. 
Your support from home in discussing the topics of these lessons will make 
the experience even more meaningful for our students. On Tuesday ask 
your child, what they have learned about microaggressions and what 
questions the lessons may have raised for them.  
Also, as I indicated in my letter, if your child is in need of support around 
these lessons, please reach out to me or have them reach out to a trusted 
adult here at school.  
 
I will be having a parent coffee on Friday, April 26th from 8 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 
to discuss and answer questions about the microaggression lessons. I thank 
you in advance for your support of this important work.  
 
TERM 3  
Grades close for Term 3 on 4/5/19, and Term 3 grades will be posted in the 
ASPEN Parent Portal on 4/12/19. This term teachers will be sending home 
a slip of paper asking for parents to sign indicating that they have viewed 
their child’s grades online.  
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN INFO SESSION ON EXTENDED SCHOOL 
YEAR FOR STUDENTS ON IEPs  
There will be a parent/guardian information session for parents of students 
on IEPs to offer an overview of extended school year (ESY) services, 



including the process for determining eligibility, and a general overview of 
programs and programming options.  



Mike Thurm, the Assistant Principal of Student Services, and Kim Skelly, 
Day Special Education Teacher will lead the session. It will take place on 
Wednesday, April 10th from 8:15 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. in the Day Middle School 
cafeteria. No RSVP is required.  
 
FENWAY PARK OUTING  
Join the Day Reflections Program on an outing at Fenway Park on April 17th 

to watch Beanpot Baseball. Information about where Day community 
members are meeting for the game is in the attached flyer. Below is the link 
to purchase tickets. Tickets are $10 and all proceeds for the event go to the 
Pete Frates ALS Fund.  
Link to purchase tickets:  
https://www.mlb.com/redsox/tickets/events/baseball-beanpot  
 
DAY MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL  
In an effort to gauge interest in a fall 2019 football team at Day, Coach 
Wachtelhausen will be holding a very brief information session on 
Wednesday, April 24th after school in the Day cafeteria. Any current 6th or 
7th grader who thinks that they may be interested in playing football next 
year for a Day Middle School team should attend as we are attempting to 
use current interest to determine the future of a tackle football program at 
the middle level in the district and Day. If your child is interested in playing 
this fall, but cannot attend the meeting, please email Mr. Wachtelhausen 
directly at: tyler_wachtelhausen@newton.k12.ma.us  
 
8th GRADE MOVING UP CEREMONY  
This year’s 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony will take place on the last day of 
school, Tuesday, June 18th from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Unfortunately, with 
the installation of our new bleachers we can no longer accommodate 
unlimited seating for the event, so this year we will be issuing two tickets 
per 8th grade family. While we are thrilled that each of the middle schools 
received new bleachers this year, it is unfortunate that for this event, it 
means limitations in seating. We wanted you to have ticket information as 
early as possible for planning purposes.  
 
MCAS THIS WEEK  
We complete the round of ELA MCAS on Monday with Session 2 of Grade 8 
ELA. Make-up testing for any of the other ELA MCAS sessions will take 
place Wednesday through Friday of this week. Students will be called into 
the library if they need to complete a make-up session.  



FORMS FOR 8th GRADE TRIP TO D.C.  
All 8th graders attending the trip to Washington D.C. should have received a 
packet of information on Monday of this past week. Included in the packet 
is a cover letter from me outlining the next steps. The forms that you should 
now have are:  
• Cover letter with timeline  
• Roommate Selection Form- due Friday, April 12th  

• Parent/Guardian Consent Form- due Friday, April 12th  
 
Medical Form- due Friday, April 26th  

These forms will also be posted on the school web site, and homeroom 
teachers will have extra copies.  
We have scheduled a parent/guardian meeting for families 
attending the trip on Tuesday, May 14th at 6:30 p.m. in the Day 
auditorium.  
 
SPRING SPORTS  
The F.A. Day Middle School web site has been updated and now includes 
email addresses for the coaches of spring sports. More information about 
spring sports sign up and student information sessions will be shared on 
the web site following the link below, as well as via Twitter and this 
newsletter.  
 
Here is the web site link:  
https://sites.google.com/newton.k12.ma.us/eee/athletics-general-
information  
The Twitter sites are:  
@JMannNPS  
@FADayAthletics  
SAVE THE DATE: BOSTON BOWL  
The 2nd Annual Boston Bowl Event co-sponsored by the Day PTO and 
Diversity Club is Saturday, May 18th. More information to follow.  
 
SAVE THE DATE: SCHOOL COUNCIL PARENT FORUM  
Each year the Day Middle School Council sponsors an event with the Day 
PTO in support of middle school parents. Each year the Council surveys 
parents to determine the topics they are most interested in learning more 
about to help plan our event.  



This year's Day Middle School Parent Forum will be held on May 16th at 
7:00 p.m. As part of the event, we will identify speakers from our parent 
and NPS Faculty to help answer parent questions, share information and  



facilitate conversations in order to keep our parent community informed 
and support them in parenting their middle school students. Thank you in 
advance for taking just a few minutes to complete this brief survey.  
As we get closer to the May 16th event, we will send out another survey to 
ask parents to register for their specific topic of interest. Parents will be 
able to participate in up to three conversations on that evening.  
If you have not done so already, we ask you help in taking this 5-minute 
survey by following the link below:  
https://goo.gl/forms/ZZbZTmmasY826q6z1  
 
SAVE THE DATE: NEWTON CIVICS NIGHT  
This year all of the Newton Middle Schools will be collaborating on a 
Newton Civics Night on May 28th from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the 
American Legion Post 440 to display their Generation Citizens Projects. 
More information to follow.  
 
MCAS DATES  
The dates for our spring MCAS testing at Day have been set. Please see 
below:  
April 1-2: Grade 6 ELA  
April 3-4: Grade 7 ELA  
April 5 and 8: Grade 8 ELA  
May 6 -7: Grade 6 Math  
May 8 -9: Grade 7 Math  
May 10 and 13: Grade 8 Math  
May 16-17: Grade 8 Science, Technology and Engineering  
YEARBOOK ORDERS  
The Day Middle School yearbooks can be ordered online at:  
www.yearbookordercenter.com  
Use the School Code: 6669  
 
The cost of the yearbooks is $29 until January 31st, and after that date, the 
cost increases to $35. There will be a limited number of yearbooks available 
for purchase the last week of school. If your family is in need of financial 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the guidance office.  
WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP FUND  



The PTO is still looking for donations to our Washington D.C. Trip 
Scholarship Fund. Please consider making a donation by following the link 
below:  
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url  
(If you have trouble accessing the Paypal link above, cut and paste the link 
into a different browser or contact the Day PTO directly.  
 
LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL EVENTS  
Many of you have reached out to me about the last day of school and the 
events of the last week of school in order to plan for summer camps and 
vacations. With this past week’s snow day, the last day of school is now 
June 18th. This will remain the last day provided that there are no further 
snow days.  
Here is more information about the last week of school:  

• We have scheduled the 6th and 7th grade end of year day trips for 
Monday, June 17th. There will be more information on those day trips 
as we get closer to the date.  
• The 8th grade overnight trip to Washington, D.C. is June 11th through 
June 14th.  
• A group of 8th grade teachers are currently planning events for June 
11th through June 14th for the students not attending the trip to 
Washington D.C. More information on that will follow.  

 
The 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony is now scheduled for the last day of 
school, Tuesday, June 18th. It is also an early release day and dismissal will 
be at 11:30 a.m.  
 
I hope this helps a bit with future planning for families. Please let me know 
if you have any questions.  
 
TWITTER  
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily 
events at Day, follow me on Twitter : @JMannNPS or @DayDragons  
 
SAVE THE DATE:  
Note: I have added the major dates through the end of the year 
for those who like to plan ahead. Please know that this is not 
inclusive of all dates on our calendar, and I will update this as 
more are added.  



You can also access the school calendar on our web site by 
following the link below:  
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2580  



April 5 and 8, 2019: Grade 8 ELA MCAS  
April 10, 2019: Day School Council at 6:00 p.m.  
April 12, 2019: Term 3 Report Cards Available  
April 15 – 20, 2019: April Vacation  
April 23, 2019: Principal Coffee with Dr. Henry Turner, Principal of NNHS 
6:00 p.m.  
April 26, 2019: Principal Coffee on Microaggression Lessons at 8:00 a.m.  
April 28, 2019: Newton SERVES  
May 2-3, 2019: 6th Grade Musical  
May 6-7, 2019: 6th Grade Math MCAS  
May 8-9, 2019: 7th Grade Math MCAS  
May 8, 2019: Day School Council at 3:00 p.m.  
May 10 and 13, 2019: 8th Grade Math MCAS  
May 16, 2019: School Council Parent Forum at 7:00 p.m.  
May 16-17, 2019: 8th Grade Science, Technology and Engineering MCAS  
May 18, 2019: Day Families at Boston Bowl  
May 22, 2019: Principal Coffee at 8 a.m.  
May 23, 2019: Band and Jazz Band Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m.  
May 27, 2019: NO SCHOOL Memorial Day Holiday  
May 28, 2019: Newton Civics Night 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
May 30, 3019: Orchestra Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m.  
June 5, 2019: Day School Council at 6:00 p.m.  
June 5, 2019: Art Show  
June 7, 2019: Early Release for grades 6 and 7 (dismissal at 11:30 a.m.),  
Step Up Day for Grade 8 and incoming 6th graders  
June 7,2019: Spring Choral Concert at 7:00 p.m.  
June 11-14, 2019: 8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C.  
June 17, 2019: 6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips  
June 18, 2019: Tentative Last Day of School (if no snow days)  
June 18, 2019: 8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony (if no snow days) at 9:30 
a.m.  
June 18, 2019: Early Release at 11:30 a.m. (if no snow days)  
 
All the best,  
Jackie Mann 


